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Dear readers of RIGEO, 

Welcome to the third issue of the Review of International 
Geographical Education Online-RIGEO, an online publication which 
is supported by Eskisehir Osmangazi University in Turkey (ESOGÜ), 
the Geographical Association in United Kingdom (GA), The National 
Council for Geographic Education in USA (NCGE), Italian Association 
of Geography Teachers in Italy (AIIG) and European Association of 
Geographers (EUROGEO). 

The RIGEO will aim to establish new channels of communication 
tie for the geography education world in general, but for the regions 
countries and continents such as Asia, Australia, New Zealand, 
Japan,  Africa,  Europe,  Middle  East,  North  America  (USA  and  
Canada), Middle and South America. 

Among  the  goals  of  the  RIGEO  are  to  share  experiences  on  
effective use of geographic education in formal and non-formal 
education, to provide a communication network among geography 
education experts in order to able to define new strategies for dealing 
with the issues of geography education. 

This special issue of RIGEO is devoted to various aspects of 
online teaching and learning in geography. It primarily stems from a 
collection of presentations at the Association of American 
Geographers (AAG) Conference in Seattle, WA, U.S.A., in 2011, but 
additional contributions by international researchers have been 
added to enhance the global experience with teaching and learning 
online education. 

  2.7. Mapping Geographical Education in Canada:  
        Geography in the Elementary and Secondary  
        Curriculum Across Canada                      
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tthhee  aarrttiicclleess  iiss  uuppoonn  tthheeiirr  aauutthhoorrss..  
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A number of common threads weave this issue together 
including the notion of how online teaching and learning in 
geography has evolved with technology, and how diverse student 
audiences are accommodated in various environments.  

Rodgers, et al., offer a compelling pedagogical model for teaching 
geospatial courses through an online format and evaluating the 
model’s effectiveness. Their perspective represents an American 
viewpoint that course management software and online learning 
management systems (LMS) are viable tools in presenting 
geographical concepts to students in an online setting. Ray, et al. 
demonstrate  how  international  learning  collaborations  have  been  
established with their research examining the student learning 
outcomes for international trials in seven countries in order to 
develop effective practices for the implementation of online, cross-
cultural curricula. Their research indicates that the Center for Global 
Geography Education (CGGE) materials can be used effectively to 
impart international perspectives about contemporary global issues 
without the international collaborative element.  

In regards to student audiences and learning modalities, Schultz 
posits a model that invokes andragogy and the work of Malcolm 
Knowles to encourage deeper learning for adult student audiences. 
He describes the successful implementation of an online geospatial 
certificate program designed to address the needs of adult learners. 
Ritter explores the barriers to teaching physical geography online 
and  offers  solutions  for  overcoming  them.  A  survey  of  Geography  
Departments in the United States points to faculty interest, faculty 
resources, and pedagogical issues as three critical areas of concern 
about teaching online.  Perhaps one of the ways in which that 
question is answered is via the research by Frazier and Boehm, who 
suggest that professional development of educators in how to teach 
online  may be  an answer  to  ensuring  that  online  education retains  
its academic rigor and effectiveness in the remote setting. 

The international perspective of this issue is provided by case 
studies in Africa and Canada.  Kanwisher and Quennet, and Segerin 
offer examples of how various elements of online learning can 
successfully address issues such as spatial citizenship and 
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participation for sustainable development in developing nations and 
the changing pattern of geographical education in developed a 
developed nation like Canada.  

As guest editors of this special issue devoted to online teaching 
in geography, we hope that this collection of papers clearly illustrates 
the need for continued development in the effectiveness of online 
teaching  and  learning,  and  promoting  the  notion  that  collaboration  
between the international educational communities continues to 
flourish in this exciting time of technological advancement.     

 
Michael E. Ritter, Ph.D. 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 
 
Richard B. Schultz, Ph.D. 
Elmhurst College, Illinois, U.SA. 

Editors’ Note: 
The Review of International Geographical Education Online editorial 
team thanks all our reviewers, not just those whose guidance shaped 
the articles that appear in this volume, but also those who counseled 
us on articles needing substantial revision or even rejection. The 
reviews were timely, constructive, and represent a substantial time 
commitment  on  behalf  of  submitting  authors.  Thank  you  for  your  
effort and spending your time for RIGEO. The name of reviewers who 
reviewed and edited the papers will be published in the last issue of 
Volume 2 at the end of this year.   
 


