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 This study aims to examine the change and transformation of geographical education in the Turkish primary school 

curriculum between 1923-2018. The research uses a qualitative document review method and a descriptive analysis 

process to analyse the data. Nine primary school programs created by the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) are 

identified as research documents. Dates of primary school curricula in Turkey between 1923-2018 are analyzed: 1924, 

1926, 1936, 1948, 1962, 1968, 1997, 2005 and 2018. The 1924 Boys' Primary School curriculum is a continuation of the 

pre-republic program and geographical education was included in Grades three, four and five under the name 

“Geography”. The 1926 Primary School curriculum, and the 1936 Primary School curriculum,  and the 1948 Primary 

School curriculum all include the name “Geography”. The 1962 Primary School curriculum includes geographical 

education as “Society and Country Studies” and “Science and Nature” in Grades Four and Five. The lesson information 

in the 1968 Primary School curriculum and also in 1997, 2005 and 2018 show geographical education as “Social 

Studies”, “Science (1968 and 1997), “Science and Technology” (2005) and “Science” (2018) for Grades Four and Five. 

From the 1926 Primary School curriculum to the 2018 Primary School curriculum, it is evident that geographical 

education occurs in Grades One, Two, and Three and Geography was included under the name of “life knowledge, which 

is a combination of Geography, History, Civics, Nature, and Science. It was determined the course hours differed from 

program. Purpose/objectives related to geographical education have gradually decreased. Given the importance of 

geographical education from the primary school level, achievements related to geography education can be increased.  
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Since the day of humanity's existence, the most important feeling in people has 

been the sense of curiosity. It is the desire to know or learn about the environment 

in which you live that triggers a sense of curiosity. For this reason, people have 
constantly tried to make sense of animals, plants and observing the sky. As a result 

of all this, the science of Geography emerged. Because Geography contains many 

branches of Science and is closely related to other branches of Science in different 
ways, different definitions have been made by scientists related to Geography. Erinç 

(2000) suggests Geography “Is a science that reveals the properties of places on 
earth and explores and explains the causes of similarities and separations between 

both these properties and various spaces and the laws that govern them”; while 

Özdemir (1997) defines Geography as “a synthesis science that establishes a chain 
of relations belonging to place". Doğanay (1998) describes Geography as “a science 

that studies natural, human and economic events on a geographical earth by 
establishing an interest in humans.” Geography is not a single academic specialty. In 

an age when knowledge is divided into thousands of parts, Geography can remain in 

a very general context because the area of Geography is very wide. For example, 

geology, climatology, ecology, environmental science and a number of other human 

sciences evolved from Geography (Bonnet, 2008). Özçağlar (2000) defined 

Geography in accordance with those 4 basic principles. Geography is defined as a 

community of sciences that consists of applying various research methods and 

revealing the results obtained as a whole, depending on the basic principles of 
Geography, and contains many sciences in it.  

Geography is a discipline that must be taught and learned from the point of view 

of the individual starting from their immediate environment; first recognizing their 

country, then the world, and then the universe in which they live- creating 

awareness at the point of transferring it from the past to the future. A person tries 
to recognize their house, then their street, neighborhood, district, province, country, 

world, and finally the universe in which they live. Respectively, this occurs starting 

from the birth of a person and until their death because as one gets to know each of 

these places, the sense of belonging will increase. Especially from primary school. 

As students are introduced to the environment, their country and increase their 
sense of belonging, they will work more and more eagerly for the development of 

these places in which they live. 

Geographical education examines physical events occurring on Earth and the 

impact of these events on physical and human activities (Akınoglu, 2005). Pınar and 

Tuncer (2019) state that the main purpose of geographical education is to recognize 
the world spatially and to reveal the interaction between human and nature. Due to 

geographical education being under the name of Geography from high school, the 

aims of geographical education are clearly stated by the Ministry of National 
Education in the high school years. The MoNE (2018e: 10-11) secondary geography 

course (Grades 9, 10,11 and 12) explains the objectives of geographical education in 

the curriculum as follows: 
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1. Conducting research using basic concepts, theories and research methods of geography 

science and reporting its results, 

2. Achievement geographical skills within the framework of human-nature relationship, 

3. Associating the basic elements of the universe with life, 

4. Comprehend the functioning and change of natural and human systems, 

5. Understanding spatial values belonging to his country and the world, starting from his 

immediate environment, and developing awareness of owning these values,  

6. Achievement awareness of responsibility for the functioning of the ecosystem, 

7. Understanding the importance of spatial planning for the harmonious coexistence and 

continuity of nature and human, 

8. Developing "saving awareness" in the use of natural and human resources, 

9. Make sense of the functioning of natural and human systems in local and global interaction, 

10. Understanding the importance of harmonizing development processes with nature,  

11. Evaluate natural disasters and environmental problems and develop applications for ways to 

protect and take precautions, 

12. Understanding the role of environmental, cultural, political and economic organizations 

active at regional and global levels in international relations, 

13. As a country of geographical accumulation and synthesis, Turkey understands the 

characteristics of its position in terms of regional and global relations and becomes aware of 

the potential that its country has, 

14. Understanding the importance of having geographical information in achievement 

“Homeland consciousness, 

15. According to Turkey's new vision, it has knowledge about developed and developing 

countries in the world, especially the regions and countries with close relations with Turkey.”  

Although geographical education seems to start in ninth grade for today's 

educational programs, it is the case that geographical subjects are included under 

different course names from the first grade of primary school. When the objectives 

of the secondary Geography course curriculum are examined, it is seen that each aim 

is included in different ways; they are more understandable and simplified 

expressions from the primary school programs. Apart from these, MoNE (2018e) 
secondary Geography program includes geographical skills in the curriculum 

(geographical observation, field work, geographic inquiry) whereas five (detection 

time, change and continuity detection, map skills, tables, graphs and diagrams to 

interpret, use evidence) MoNE (2018d) are located in the primary social studies 

curriculum. 

Geography education is stated as a course that should be at all levels of education 

in terms of the individual's perception and recognition of the environment in which 
they live. This is because there is a close relationship between the individual's 

developmental characteristics and teaching principles, and their ability to perceive 

and understand space. As a matter of fact, Meydan (2017) has reconciled the ability 
to perceive and understand space with the principles of teaching. The ability to 

perceive and understand space begins with the birth of the child, and from primary 
school onwards, space features are given as part of the Life Sciences lessons. 

Teaching principles such as “close or away”, “concrete to abstract”, “known to 

unknown”, “simple to complex” are given priority to the child's understanding of the 

phenomena and events that he sees and knows concretely in his immediate vicinity. 
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Geography is one of the disciplines that establishes a relationship between the 

Social Sciences and Natural Sciences. Geography is defined as a discipline that 

bridges between Science and Social Sciences in line with natural and human 
processes due to the processing of topics related to Geography in Life Sciences, 

Science and Social Studies courses in the curriculum (Kızılçaoğlu, 2006).  

 In each updated program in Turkey, some studies related to geography 
education have been carried out and various changes have been made over time. 

The reason for these changes can be stated as adapting to the constantly renewed 
world order in the broadest sense. Since the establishment of the Republic in Turkey 

to the present day (1923-2020), many programs have been prepared and 

implemented in accordance with changing conditions. From the point of view of 
creating a theoretical basis for the study, the programs were considered with their 

main characteristics, and the draft programs were not included. These programs are 
listed as: 

✓ 1924 Primary School Curriculum: The first program prepared after the 
establishment of the state of the Republic of Turkey and implemented in all primary 
schools. 

✓ 1926 Primary School Curriculum: Its most important feature and innovation 
is that it brings the practice of collective teaching (Arslan,2000). 

✓ 1936 Primary School Curriculum: The principles a child should follow throughout their entire 
school life, starting from the first day they arrive at school, have been determined in the form of 
articles and in a way that does not challenge any disagreement and interpretations. In this 
program, the principles required by national life are included in particular (Arslan, 2000).  

✓ 1948 Primary School Curriculum: With a period of 20 years, it is the longest 
implemented primary school program in the history of the Republic of Turkey. 

✓ 1968 Primary School Curriculum: Differs from past programs. In addition to the “purpose of 
Turkish National Education” set out in the National Education Council, it was determined that the 
purpose of primary education and the principles of primary education should also be included 
(Arslan, 2000). 

✓ 1998 Primary School Curriculum: The 1998 primary school curriculum 
parallels the 1968 program. It was determined that the issues, principles and 
explanations were repeated, and that new purposes and principles were not 
included in accordance with the issues, principles and requirements of the age. 

✓ 2005 Primary School Curriculum: This is based on constructivist educational 
foundations in which the student is passive, guiding the active teacher (İlhan 
Beyaztaş, Kaptı, and Senemoğlu, 2013).  

✓ 2018 Primary School Curriculum: Two areas have been emphasized. The first is the transition 
to the information society and the human qualities required by the information society; and the 
second is that acquiring these qualities depends on the concept of “lifelong learning” 
(Daşcan,2018). 

Students' knowledge of what a place looks like is extremely important in 

providing the opportunity to improve their level of perception of their living 

environment. Instead of memorizing place names for a qualified geographical 
education, the process of obtaining knowledge is based on the truth about 
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Geography so they can use it and it will be more effective. Especially in primary 

school, the geographical features of our country and basic geographical information 

are transferred to students (Kızılçaoğlu, 2006). At this point, the importance of 
Geography education in primary school is revealed. Primary school is the level of 

education in which students are given basic information about almost every subject. 

Learning general and private information (such as geopolitical and strajegic 

location) about our country from an early age will mean educating individuals who 

can generate ideas and make predictions on issues related to the country in the 
future. For this reason, it is important that geographical information about the world 

and our country be given to students from primary school. While geography 

education is so important at all levels of education from primary school, when the 

literature is examined, it is seen that studies related to geographical education are 

mainly carried out at the level of Secondary Education and above. Geographical 
education studies conducted for primary schools are quite small. For this reason, it 

is aimed to close a gap that exists in the literature with this research. The purpose 
of the research is to examine the change and transformation of Geography education 

in the primary school programs prepared from the republican period to the present 

day. For this purpose, answers to the following questions will be sought: 

1. What are the courses, course hours and purposes/objectives related to 

geographical education included in the courses in the 1924 primary school 
curriculum? 

2. What are the courses, course hours and purposes/objectives related to 

geographical education included in the courses in the 1926 primary school 

curriculum? 

3. What are the courses, course hours and purposes/objectives related to 

geographical education included in the courses in the 1936 primary school 
curriculum? 

4. What are the courses, course hours and purposes/objectives related to 

geographical education included in the courses in the 1948 primary school 

curriculum? 

5. What are the courses, course hours and purposes/objectives related to 
geographical education included in the courses in the 1968 primary school 

curriculum? 
6. What are the courses, course hours and purposes/objectives related to 

geographical education included in the courses in the 1998 primary school 

curriculum? 

7. What are the courses, course hours and purposes/objectives related to 

geographical education included in the courses in the 2005 primary school 
curriculum? 

8. What are the courses, course hours and purposes/objectives related to 

geographical education included in the courses in the 2018 primary school 
curriculum? 



© RIGEO ● Review of International Geographical Education 10(4), Winter 2020 
 

644 
 

Methodology 
Research Design 

In this research, a document review method from qualitative research methods 

was used. Document review is one of the most effective methods that requires a 
short time and involves selecting the necessary information instead of collecting 

information. However, one of the important points here should be to avoid biased 

selectivity (Bowen, 2009). The following steps were applied when using the 
document review method in the research: 

1. Accessing documents, 

2. Checking authenticity, 

3. Understanding documents, 

4. Data analysis, 

5. Using data (Yıldırım and Şimşek, 2018).  

Source of Data 

Nine primary school programs from the Republic-era to the present, created by 

the Ministry of National Education (MoNE), constitute the research documents. 

These documents are: 1924 primary school curriculum, 1926 primary school 
curriculum, 1936 primary school curriculum, 1948 primary school curriculum, 

1962 primary school curriculum, 1968 primary school curriculum, 1997 primary 
school curriculum, 2005 primary school curriculum and 2018 primary school 

curriculum. 

Data Collection  

Data from the study was obtained through document review. Document review 
is a data source in which existing records or documents are systematically 

examined. The basic requirement of a successful document review is to find and 

examine the documents related to the subject and create the necessary 
arrangements for a synthesis to occur that will reveal certain situations or opinions. 

(Karasar, 2011; Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2018). The curricular programs of the Ministry 
of National Education in primary schools for 1924 and 1926 publications are used, 

together with publications of the Ministry of Culture for primary school curriculums, 

in1936, 1948. In 1968 the primary school curriculums of the Ministry of National 
Education publications is used together with 1998 primary curriculum publications, 

2005, publications of the Ministry of Education and their primary school programs 

from 2018 primary curriculum.  

Data Analysis 

Descriptive analysis was used in the analysis of the data in accordance with sub-
problems. Descriptive analysis is a method of analysis in which data is shown, 
described and examined as is, and there is no detailed and fictional analysis (Sönmez 
& Alacapınar, 2016). Data is summarized and interpreted according to previously 
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determined themes (Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2018). In the study, it was determined 
which courses may be related to Geography by examining the weekly course 
distribution charts of the programs. After that, the general purposes/objectives of 
these courses were examined and analyzed, determining which ones may be related 
to Geography. However, in the 1924 first school curriculum, it is seen that the 
purposes of geographical education are considered in the form of subject integrity. 
Therefore, in the 1924 first school curriculum, geographical education was 
considered as the integrity of the subject. 

Validity and Reliability of Research 

In order to ensure the internal validity of the research, it is necessary to 

determine the suitability of the terms mentioned in the research for the content and 
whether the content and findings are consistent. In ensuring external validity, it is 

not important that the sample represents the research universe, but it is important 
that the sample is suitable for the event to be investigated (Maxwell, 1992). In order 

to ensure the internal validity of the research, the relationship of the general 

purposes/objectives obtained from the programs with Geography education was 

revealed and interpreted. In order to ensure external validity, all programs from the 

Republic-era to the present day have been examined and the method of the research, 
the universe, all the processes in the process of data collection and vereirn analysis 

have been described in detail.  

In order to ensure the reliability of qualitative studies, it is important to receive 
feedback by sharing with experts in the field. As a matter of fact, Roberts and Priest 

(2006) stated that reliability can be increased by sending data about the analyses 

and findings to an independent researcher and receiving feedback. 

Objectives/objectives of the curricula obtained in the study were sent to an 

independent researcher specializing in the field of Geography education and 
purposes/objectives were asked to be associated. The associations of the 

researchers and the associations of the field specialist were 100% overlapping. 

Findings 

The results of the programs were presented together with tables in accordance 
with the sub-problems. 

Geographical Education in The Primary School Curriculum of 1924 

In Table 1, the general objectives of the courses related to geography education 

in the 1924 curriculum are examined: The Nature, Agriculture, Hygiene courses (1 
hour each), 4 and 5 hours for the first 2 classes for the class, it is seen as a direct 

geography lesson (1 hour in third grade, 2 hours each in fourth and fifth grade). 
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Table 1 
1924 Primary School Program Weekly Course Distribution Chart (Ministry of Education, 1924, 
P.3) 

Lessons 1. grade  2. 
grade  

3. 
grade 

4. 
grade 

5. 
grade 

Turkish  
 

     - 
Quran Alphabet 12 - - - 2 
Recitation  - 4 3 2 1 
Spelling - 2 2 1 2 
Essay - 1 - 2 1 

 Grammar - - - 1 
Quran and Religious Courses - 2 2 2 2 
History - - 1 2 2 
Geography - - 1 2 2 
Study of the Nature, Agriculture, Hygiene 3 3 2 2 2 
Ethics and Citizenship information 1 1 1 1 1 
Painting 2 2 2 2 2 
Music  2 2 2 1 1 

Among the courses included in the 1924 primary school curriculum, the nature 
analysis, agriculture and hygiene lesson and the basic knowledge of geography 
education (similar to today's Life Science course) were given in 1st and 2nd grade. 
However, the objectives of nature studies, agriculture and hygiene courses were not 
specified in this program. It is seen that in the 1924 Primary School Curriculum, the 
geography course was targeted as a subject integrity;  

✓ The location of the school is divided into local geography 
✓ Teaching children the commercial activities of that region, rather than just giving children 

geographical information 
✓ Class plan, school plan, neighborhood plan, Village Plan, city plan 
✓ Map Knowledge 
✓ Direction information 
✓ Natural phenomena 
✓ Wind, rain, snow, tide, currents, volcano, earthquake 
✓ Turkey's borders; rivers, seas, climate 
✓ Animal World 
✓ Product  
✓ Population 
✓ Local governments 
✓ Industry 
✓ Trade 
✓ Most important commercial centers 
✓ Transport 
✓ Presentation for delegation  
✓ Shape and Structure of the Earth, Poles 
✓ Seasons 
✓ Regions 
✓ People living in hot and cold climates, agriculture and farming 
✓ Continents  
✓ Countries 
✓ Countries of interest to Turkey 
✓ Economic relations of Turkey” (Ministry of Education, 1924, p.28). 

When the general aimed of the above Geography course are examined, it is seen 

that the sections related to the Geography course are considered as subject integrity. 
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The location of these schools, with their geographic location and activities with the 

economic activities of the surrounding cities, maps, plans and directions, events, 

Turkey's geographical features, creatures, plants, population, industry, commerce, 
climate, the poles, the movements of the earth, continents, and the impact on the 

people of Turkey- nearly every issue is related to Geography. As such, relations with 

other countries are stated in a holistic manner. 

Geographical Education in the Primary School Curriculum 1926 

When the objectives of the courses in Table 2 are examined, it is seen that the 
courses containing the subjects related to geography education are Life Science, 
Geography and Nature courses. Life Science class is 4 hours in the first 3 classes, 
while 4 and 5. it is not included in the classes, and the Geography lesson is 3 hours 
although not included in Grades 4 and 5. There are 2 hours in class, and Nature 
lessons in Grades 4 and 5 are set as 2 hours each. 

Table 2 
1926 Primary School Program Weekly Course Distribution Chart (Ministry of Education, 1926, 
P.1) 

Lessons 1. Grade 2. 
Grade 

3. 
Grade 

4. 
Grade 

5. 
Grade 

Turkish   
 

     - 
Quran Alphabet 10 - - - 3 
Reading - 4 4 3 1 
Spelling - 2 2 2 2 
Essay - 1 - 2 1 
Grammar - - - 1 1 

 Handwriting - 2 2 1 
Religious Education - 3 2 1 1 
Life Science 4 4 4 - - 
Math 4 4 5 5 5 
History - - - 2 2 
Geography - - - 2 2 
Nature lessons - - - 2 2 
Items  - - - - 2 
Citizenship information - - - 2 1 
Painting- Handmade 4 4 4 2 2 
Music 2 2 1 1 1 

The Life Science course includes both the subjects of the Social Sciences and the 
subjects of the Sciences and therefore includes the subjects related to geographical 

education. When the purposes of the courses were examined, it was determined that 
the nature courses also contained purposes related to geographical education. 

The aimed shown for the Geography course in the 1926 curriculum of the first 

schools include: When examining the general objectives of the Geography course, 
students introduce their country and endearing the country to introduce citizens 

living in other parts of the world, with the characteristics of geographic events to 
learn, get to know other people, always observe events to occur has been identified 

as the common 4 on the purposes (Ministry of Education,1926, p.71). 
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When the purposes of the Life Science course were examined in the program, it 

was determined that only 2 purposes were related to Geography education. These 

purposes consist of recognizing the geographical environment in which it lives, 
mastering the geographical events around it, determining the effects of the natural 

environment on humans and the effects of humans on nature (Ministry of Education, 

1926, p.7-8) 

In addition, in the 1926 primary school curriculum, subjects related to 

geographical education were also given in natural knowledge classes. The general 
purposes of the natural knowledge course related to geography education are as 

follows: 

When the purposes of natural knowledge courses were examined in the program, it was 

determined that three purposes were related to geographical education. In these, it is to examine 

the child's natural environment, to tell the child about the mutual interactions of people and 

nature, and to make the child love nature (Ministry of Education. 1926, p.72). 

Geographical Education in the Primary School Curriculum of 1936 

Table 3 is examined and it is determined that the courses containing the subjects 
related to geographical education are life knowledge, geography, dormitory 
knowledge and nature knowledge. In Grades 1, 2 and 3 by increasing the duration 
of the Life Science course there are classes of 5, 6 and 7 hours in that order; 
Geography lesson occur again Grades 4 and 5 with 2 hours in classes; Dormitory 
information Grades 4 and 5 with 2, 1 hour in order; the Natural knowledge lesson is 
again in Grades 4 and 5 and the classes are set as 3 hours each. Dormitory knowledge 
courses and natural knowledge courses have been studied because they include 
geographical education topics. 

Table 3 
1936 Primary School Program Weekly Course Distribution Chart (The Ministry of Culture, 
1936, p.5) 

Lessons 
 

I. Term II. Term  
1. grade 2. grade 3. grade 4. grade 5. grade 

Turkish 10 7 7 6 6 
History - - - 2 2 
Geography - - - 2 2 
Citizenship information - - - 2 1 
Nature Lessons - - - 3 3 
Family information - - - 2 2 
Life Science 5 6 7 - - 
Math 4 4 4 4 5 
Painting 4 4 4 2 2 
Writing - 2 1 1 1 
Music 1 1 1 1 1 
Physical Education 2 2 2 1 1 

In the program, some developments have been made in line with the principle of 
collective teaching, with special attention to the development characteristics of 
primary school students. Although the principles of collective teaching were 
adopted, towards the end of the third grade, it was requested that the “life science” 
course be divided into groups and branches in order to increase the students ' ability 
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to study events and objects according to scientific rules. In the primary school 
curriculum, the purpose of the Geography course is determined as follows:  

The purposes of the Geography course are examined: There are 5 purposes that consist of 
introducing the country to students, providing information about economic activities, 
characteristics of the world and geographical events, introducing countries in which the given 
country has a close relationship, questioning the geographical events it experiences, informing 
about maps (the Ministry of Culture, 1936, p.92). 

In the 1936 primary school curriculum, the geographical education course is 4 
hours, as shown in Table 3 and it starts from Grade. 4. In Grades 1, 2 and 3 the basic 
information about geographical education is given in the Life Science course. 
General purposes associated with geographical education for the Life Science course 
are as follows:  

✓ “…Examine the child's environment and living conditions in terms of 
geography; … 

✓ Popularizing the beauties of nature…” (the Ministry of Culture, 1936, p.134).  

In the program, it was determined that the two purposes of the Life Science 
course are related to geographical education. These purposes consist of studying the 
child's environment in terms of Geography and popularizing nature. 

In the 1936 Primary School Curriculum, subjects related to geographical 
education were also given in natural knowledge classes. The general purposes of the 
natural knowledge course related to geographical education are as follows:  

The purposes of three the natural knowledge course in the program are 
associated with geographical education. These consist of examining the natural 
events around the child, teaching the interaction of human and nature and 
popularizing nature (the Ministry of Culture, 1936, p.113-114). 

Geographical Education in the Primary School Curriculum of 1948 

In Table 4, it is determined that the courses containing the subjects related to 

geographical education are Life Science, Geography and Nature Lessons. The 
duration of the Life Science course remains the same for Grades 1, 2 and 3 with 

classes of 5, 6 and 7 hours respectively. The duration of the Geography course 

remains the same for Grades 4 and 5 at 2 hours each, and the Nature Lessons for 
Grades 4 and 5 are classes of 3 hours each. 

Table 4 
1948 Primary School Program Weekly Course Distribution Chart (MoNE,1948, p.24)  

Lessons 
 

I. Term II. Term  

1. grade  2. grade  3. grade 4. grade  5. grade 

Life Science 5 6 7 - - 

Turkish 10 10 7 6 6 

History - - - 2 2 

Geography - - - 2 2 

Citizenship 
information 

- - - 2 1 

Nature Lessons - - - 3 3 
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Math 4 4 5 4 4 

Family information - - - 2 2 

Painting 4 4 4 2 2 

Writing - 2 1 1 1 

Music 1 1 1 1 1 

Physical Education 2 2 2 1 1 

It has been studied because the subjects of the Natural Science course are 
included in the Nature Sciences and therefore include geographical education. The 
1948 Primary School Curriculum is the longest running program with a duration of 
20 years. Geographical education is the last program in existence under the name of 
Geography. The general objectives of the Geography course according to the 1948 
program are; 

✓ To introduce and popularize our country and compatriots to children.  

✓ To make students knowledgeable and effective elements in the economic development of the 
dormitory by examining the mutual effects of people with each other and their geographical 
environment, the ways of living and the ways of living of human communities.  

✓ The children of the world and its place in the solar system, and provide students with 
information about their actions and consequences and see them frequently in touch to find 
relationships between events and causes of events and the geography accustom commitment. 

✓ Introduce children to other countries and nations of the world with the countries that have 
the most relations with our country. 

✓ Giving students the idea of a map is to make them understand and benefit from the map.” 
(MoNE, 1948, p.139). 

There are five objectives of the Geography course in the program. These 
purposes consist of introducing students to the country, providing information 
about economic activities, characteristics of the world and geographical events, 
introducing countries with which the country has close relations, questioning the 
geographical events it experiences, and informing them about maps.  

In the 1948 Primary School Curriculum, the geographical education course is 4 
hours, as shown in Table 4; it starts from Grade 4. In Grades 1, 2 and 3, basic 
information about geography education is given in the Life Science course. General 
objectives of the Life Science course are as follows: 

✓ "...To give them knowledge that will allow them to correctly interpret everyday natural events, 
love for the beauty of nature and good habits for the protection of nature elements;  

✓ “... Have the child review his environment and living conditions in terms of geography.  

✓ Gradually observe and study everyday events related to nature and social life, with the help of 
general concepts that will eventually be reached, to prepare children for an opinion and 
examination in accordance with other branches of science.” (MoNE, 1948, p.40-41). 

Three of the general purposes of the Life Science course in the program are 

associated with geographical education. These consist of having necessary 
knowledge about nature and protecting nature, observing its environment from a 

geographical point of view, observing natural events. 

 In the 1948 Primary School Curriculum, subjects related to geography education 

were also given in natural knowledge classes. The general purposes of the natural 
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knowledge course related to geographical education are as follows: Four of the 

general purposes of the Natural Knowledge course in the program are associated 

with geographical education. These consist of arousing curiosity about nature, 
showing the beauty of nature, understanding the relationship between living things, 

showing the natural beauty of the country (MoNE, 1948, p.153-154). 

Geographical Education in the Primary School Curriculum of 1968 

The 1968 Primary School Curriculum is the completed form of the 1962 Primary 
School draft program. Looking at Table 5, it is seen that the courses which include 
topics related to geographical education are Life Science, Science and Social Studies. 
The duration of Life Science course in Grades 1, 2 and 3 are 5 hours; the duration of 
Science courses in Grades 4 and 5 are 4 hours each; and the duration of the Social 
Studies course in Grades 4 and 5 are set at 3 hours each. In Table 5 of the 1968 
Program, compared to earlier programs of the primary school years, it can be seen 
that History, Geography and Civics courses were collected in the 1948 program 
under the name of Social Studies, Natural Knowledge and Agriculture, and Science. 
When the course charts are examined, similar courses are encountered with later 
programs. 

Table 5 

1968 Primary School Program Weekly Course Distribution Chart (MoNE, 1968, P.269-299) 

Lessons 1. grade 2. grade 3. grade 4. grade  5. grade  
Turkish 10 10 10 6 6 
Math 5 5 5 4 4 
Science - - - 4 4 
Social Studies - - - 3 3 
Life Science 5 5 5 - - 
Religious culture and ethics - - - 2 2 
Painting 1 1 1 2 2 
Music 1 1 1 1 1 
Physical Education 3 3 3 3 3 

The objectives of the Social Studies course in the 1968 primary school program are 
as follows: 

* “….3. In terms of improving the ability to recognize the environment, homeland and the world:  

a) Recognize their environment and homeland; gain general knowledge about Turkey's relations 
with near and far neighboring countries and nations of the world; 

b) They achievement the necessary plan, sketch and map information and become able to benefit 
from them; 

c) They become knowledgeable and effective citizens in the economic development of the country 
by studying the mutual effects of people with each other and their geographical environment, 
the ways of living and the ways of living of human communities;  

d) Comprehend the effects of Science and technical developments on human life; have a love for 
explorers and scientists;  

e) They learn to investigate the causes of geographical events that they often see and contact with, 
and to find and extract connections and relationships between these events…” (MoNE, 1968, 
p.64). 
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One of the four general purposes set for the Social Studies course is associated 
with geographical education. These consist of knowing the country and having 
knowledge about other countries, having knowledge of plans, sketches and maps, 
mutual interactions of people and geographical circles, and understanding 
geographical events. 

In the 1968 Primary School Curriculum, the geographical education course is 4 
hours, as shown in Table 5 and it started from Grade 4. In Grades 1, 2 and 3 the basic 
information about geography education is given in the Life Science course. General 
objectives of geographical education in Life Science course are as follows: 

✓ "With this course, students develop their skills and skills related to recognizing the immediate 
environment; 

• Understands and correctly interprets the natural events of the environment, determines the 
impact of these events on human life, 

•  Loves the environment and the natural beauty of the environment,  

•  They recognize the environment and try to find better ways to live by studying the 
possibilities of living in the environment, 

• Achievement awareness of social development by studying daily events, items that they use 
every day, artifacts, monuments of the immediate environment…” (MoNE, 1968, p.39-40).  

One general purpose of the Life Science course in the program is associated with 
geographical education. It consists of understanding natural events and loving the 
beauty of nature. 

In the 1968 primary school program, the aims of geographical education in the 
science curriculum are as follows: 

✓ "...Starting from the near environment, he / she becomes aware of the relationship between 
living and inanimate beings in the environment 

✓ Know and discuss methods of protecting the environment and wildlife. 

✓ Knows the need to protect and develop natural resources.  

✓ Knows that both individuals and society are responsible for protecting the environment and 
Wildlife 

✓ Understands and describes how technological products and systems can be used to protect 
natural resources...” (MoNE, 1968, p.81).  

The five objectives of the Science course in the program are associated with 

geographical education. These are the purposes of understanding the relationship 

between living and inanimate beings, protecting the environment, and protecting 

natural resources. 

Geographical Education in the Primary School Curriculum OF 1998 

With the 1998 primary education curriculum, compulsory education was 
introduced, which provides 8 years of primary education. In Table 6, it is seen that 
the courses which include topics related to geographical education are Life Science, 
Science and Social Studies. The duration of the Life Science course in Grades 1, 2 and 
3 are 5 hours each; the duration of the Science course in Grades 4 and 5 are 3 hours 
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each; the duration of the Social Studies course in Grades 4 and 5 are set as 3 hours 
each. 

Table 6  
1998 Primary School Program Weekly Course Distribution Chart (MoNE, 1998a) 

Lessons 1. grade  2. grade  3. grade 4. grade 5. grade 
Turkish 12 12 12 6 6 
Math 4 4 4 4 4 

Life Science 5 5 5 - - 

Science - - - 3 3 
Social Studies - - - 3 3 
Foreign Language  - - - 2 2 

Religious culture and ethics - - - 2 2 
Painting 2 2 2 1 1 

Music 2 2 2 1 1 
Physical Education 2 2 2 2 2 
Business Training - - - 3 3 

Individual and collective event  3 3 3 - - 

Optional lessons - - - 3 3 

The general purposes of the Life Science course in the 1998 Primary School 
Curriculum related to geographical education are as follows: 

✓ “…Sensitivity to country and world events,  

✓ …. To be able to comprehend the effects of natural events, 

✓ …. Ability to protect the environment…” (MoNE, 1998b, p.13)  

There are three purposes associated with geographical education in the Life 
Science program. These consist of sensitivity to country and world events, the 
effects of natural events, and the protection of the environment. 

The Social Studies curriculum was prepared in 1998. In this program, the general 
objectives of the Social Studies course related to geographical education are as 
follows: 

".... In terms of their ability to recognize the environment, homeland and the World 

✓ 1. They understand the importance of our country's place in the world and develop their 
feelings of responsibility for the development of our country.  

✓ 2. Achievement general knowledge about Turkey's relations with near and far neighboring 
countries and other countries of the world. 

✓ They learn the geographical features of other countries and regions where Turkish people live, 
they understand that the Turkish population are a great nation living in a large area.  

3. It examines the mutual effects of people with each other and their geographical 
environment, the way human communities live and the way they live; they grow up as 
knowledgeable and effective citizens in the economic development of the country. 

4. They achievement plan, sketch, map and graphic information and become able to benefit 
from them. 

5. They understand the importance of environmental protection for today and for years to 
come. 

6. Understand that a livable environment is a basic human right…” (MoNE, 1998c, p.538) 
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One of the four general purposes in the Social Studies curriculum is associated 
with geographical education, and the seven sub-purposes below it are also 
associated. These include the geographical location of the country, the country's 
relations with other countries, the places where Turkish people live, the 
geographical environment human interaction, plan, sketch and map information, 
the importance of environmental protection. 

In the Science course of the primary education program updated in 1998, the 
purposes associated with Geography are stated as follows: 

 “…8. Recognize, love, protect and improve the environment and Natural 
Resources, 

 …10. It aims to understand natural events, vitality in nature, diversity of vitality 
and their relations with each other."(MoNE, 1998d, p.314). 

Two objectives in the Science curriculum are associated with Geography 
education. These consist of recognizing the environment and natural resources, and 
understanding natural events. 

Geographical Education in the Primary School Curriculum of 2005 

The 2005 Primary School Curriculum adopted a constructivist approach based 
on skills and focused on the student instead of the teacher. Looking at Table 7, it is 
seen that the courses which include topics related to geography education are Life 
Science, Science and Technology, and Social Studies. The duration of the Life Science 
course in Grades 1, 2 and 3 are 5 hours each; the duration of Science and Technology 
courses in Grades 4 and 5 are 4 hours each; and the duration of the Social Studies 
course in Grades 4 and 5 are set as 3 hours each. 

Table 7 
2005 Primary School Program Weekly Course Distribution Chart (MoNE, 14.07.2005d, 192 
Resolution) 

Lessons 1. grade  2. grade  3. grade 4. grade 5. grade  
Turkish 12 12 12 6 6 
Math 4 4 4 4 4 
Life Science 5 5 5 - - 
Science - - - 4 4 
Social Studies - - - 3 3 
Foreign Language - - - 2 2 
Religious culture and ethics - - - 2 2 
Painting 2 2 2 1 1 
Music 2 2 2 1 1 
Physical Education 2 2 2 1 1 
Traffic and first aid  - - - 1 1 
Guidance and social 
activities 

1 1 1 1 1 

Optional lessons - - - 3 3 

The general purposes of the 2005 Life Science course curriculum related to 
Geography were determined as follows: 

✓ “…A person at peace with himself, his social environment and nature, 
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✓ … Recognizing, protecting and developing oneself, nation, homeland and nature…” (MoNE, 
2005a, p.8). 

In the curriculum of the Life Science course, two purposes are associated with geographical 
education, which consists of being at peace with nature and protecting nature. 

The Social Studies curriculum was prepared in 2005. In this program, the general objectives of 
the Social Studies course related to Geography are as follows: 

✓ “…6. By recognizing the geographical features of the environment and the world in which it 
lives, it explains the interaction between humans and the natural environment ….” (MoNE, 
2005b, p.9). 

In the Social Studies course curriculum, one general purpose is associated with 
geography education. This aim consists in explaining the interaction between 
human and natural environment by knowing the geographical features. 

The general purposes of geographical education included in the 2005 Science and Technology 
course curriculum are as follows: 

✓ “1. To enable them to learn and understand the natural world, to experience its intellectual 
richness and excitement,” (MoNE,2005c, p.9)  

The aim of one Science and Technology course in the curriculum is associated with 
geographical education, and this purpose is defined as learning about the natural 
world. 

Geographical Education in the Primary School Curriculum of 2018 

The 2018 primary school curriculum is based on student skills and competencies. 

Looking at Table 8, it is seen that the courses that include topics related to 
geographical education are Life Science, Science and Social Studies. In Grades 1, 2 

and 3 by reducing the duration of the Life Science course the classes are each 4 

hours; the duration of the Science course in Grades 3 and 4 are 3 hourseach; the 
duration of the Social Studies course in Grade 4 are set at 3 hours. In Table 8, the 

primary school was reduced to 4 years and the Science course was reduced to 3 
hours. It seems that it is a course taught from the classroom. 

Table 8 
2018 Primary School Program Weekly Course Distribution Chart (MoNE, 2018a) 

Lessons 1. grade 2. grade 3. grade  4. grade  
Turkish 10 10 8 8 
Math 5 5 5 5 
Life Science 4 4 3 - 
Science - - 3 3 
Social Studies - - - 3 
Foreign Language - 2 2 2 
Religious culture and ethics - - - 2 
Painting 1 1 1 1 
Music 1 1 1 1 
Physical Education and play 5 5 5 2 
Traffic Safety  - - - 1 
Human rights, citizenship and 
democracy 

- - - 2 
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The general objectives of the 2018 life science course curriculum related to 
geography are as follows: 

✓ A person who recognizes himself and the environment in which lives, 

✓ Develops ability to use resources efficiently, 

✓ Be sensitive to nature and environment…” (MoNE, 2018b, p.8).  

When the curriculum of the Life Science course was examined, it was determined 
that three purposes were associated with geographical education. These consist of 
recognizing the environment, using resources efficiently, and being sensitive to 
nature. 

The general objectives of the 2018 Social Studies curriculum related to 
Geography are as follows: 

✓ “…5. By recognizing the general geographical features of the world with the environment in 
which it lives, they explain the interaction between the human and the environment and 
develop the ability to perceive place, 

✓ …6. They are aware of the limitations of the natural environment and resources and try to 
protect natural resources within the framework of environmental sensitivity and have a 
sustainable understanding of the environment, … 

✓ …17. Sensitivity to issues of concern to their country and the world…” (MoNE, 2018d, p.8).  

In the curriculum of the Social Studies course, three achievements are associated 
with geographical education. These consist of gaining the ability to recognize 
geographical misses and perceive space, showing sensitivity to issues related to the 
use of natural resources and the country and the world. 

From 2012 onwards the Science course started to be taught since the third grade The 

general objectives of the 2018 Science course curriculum related to Geography are as 

follows: 

✓ “…2. In the process of discovering nature and understanding the relationship between man 
and environment, adopting scientific process skills and scientific research approach and 
creating solutions to problems encountered in these areas,  

✓ 3. Awareness of the interaction between the individual, environment and society; developing 
awareness of sustainable development related to society, economy and natural resources, … 

✓ 7. Arouse interest and curiosity about events occurring in nature and its immediate 
surroundings, develop attitudes,” (MoNE, 2018c, p.9). 

When the Science curriculum was examined, it was determined that three 
objectives were associated with geographical education. These are determined in 
the form of discovery of nature, human-environment interaction, use of natural 
resources, and arousing curiosity about events in nature. 

Conclusion and Discussion 

Geographical education is a type of education that responds to the wishes of 
individuals to perceive the environment and place in which they live. For this 
reason, geographical education in all programs starting from 1924 Primary School 
Curriculum to 2018 Primary School Curriculum has taken its place in different 
courses or in curricula called Geography. It was determined that Geography courses 
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were given 2 hours in 1924, 1926, 1936 and 1948, under the name of Geography, 
and were then abolished. It was determined that geography education had only two 
courses in the 1924 program, while in 1926 and later it had spread to the content of 
three courses. Due to the Life Science course originating with collective learning 
analysis, it was a course in which basic knowledge of Social Studies and Science was 
given. Social Studies course includes sub-disciplines such as Geography, History, and 
Anthropology. Science, on the other hand, includes sub-disciplines such as Physics, 
Chemistry, and Biology, and they is indirectly or directly associated with Geography. 
Although the names of the courses are different from this point of view, Geography 
subjects exist in school programs under the name of Life Science and Social Studies 
at the primary level; it is in Science, and Geography at the secondary level. A study 
conducted by Kızılçaoğlu (2006) was also not associated with the subjects of the 
Natural Sciences course geography. In addition, Taşlı (2000) and Engin, Akbaş, 
Gençtürk (2003) have linked Geography to general culture courses as a positive 
science that lies between Science and Social Sciences in terms of its subjects and 
plays a unifying role. 

1924 the first school program is a continuation of the pre-Republic-era and was 
prepared as a stage of transition to the Republic-era. It is planned separately for 
male and female students. The main difference between the 1924 program, which 
includes 26 hours of lessons per week, and the pre-Republican programs, is that 
very few courses are added, changed, and some course topics are adapted to the 
Republican administration (Kapluhan, 2012). The content of the 1924 program was 
created within the framework of understanding nature and human life from a 
scientific point of view (Aslan, 2011). Therefore, in a nature-oriented program, it is 
inevitable that there will be information in the form of subject integrity associated 
with geographical education. When the 1924 program was examined, it was 
determined that the Geography course dealt with almost all subjects related to 
Geography, from where they lived to the poles, from the geographical features of 
Turkey, to their relations with their neighbors, in accordance with the integrity of 
the subject. In addition to geography education, natural examination, agriculture, 
hygiene courses are also topics related to geographical education in later programs, 
which appear when the purposes of this course are examined. In this program, the 
purposes of nature examination, agriculture, hygiene courses are examined because 
the purposes are not explained in the program. 

When the 1926 Primary School Program was examined, it was determined that 
there were four purposes for the Geography course. In 1924, the first school 
program explained the issues in more detail with the integrity of the subject, while 
in 1926 it was determined that the targets were given directly and included 4 
general statements. In addition, while the purposes related to the natural knowledge 
course were not explained in the 1924 Primary School Curriculum, the purposes of 
the natural knowledge course were determined in the 1926 Primary School 
Curriculum, and three of them were found to be related to geography education. One 
of the most important features of the 1926 Primary School Curriculum was the 
practice of collective teaching. According to this method, the courses in the first 
three classes were centered around the units in the life science course, and the 
program of each course was based on new and vibrant principles (Arslan, 2000). In 
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the old curriculum (MoNE, 1924), the lessons of Nature study, History and 
Geography were shown separately, but in the new curriculum they were collected 
under the name of Life Science in the first circuit. Apart from these, for the first time 
in 1926, the purpose of the Geography course was included in the purposes of 
primary schools. It was underlined that local conditions should always be taken into 
account in the teaching of life knowledge, and the importance of observation in 
Geography issues was stated, and it was stated that special attention should be given 
to the subject of place and time in this observation (Kapluhan, 2012). In this 
direction, when the purposes of the Life Science course were examined in the 
program, it was determined that only two purposes were related to geographical 
education. It has been determined that these purposes coincide with the purposes 
of the Geography course and natural knowledge courses. 

In the 1936 Primary School Curriculum, the purposes of the Geography course 
were determined more clearly and clearly, and indirectly the views of the republican 
period were also clearly stated. Due to the fact that geography subjects are not 
considered separate from the content of the life science course, there have been 
decreases in course hours (Kapluhan, 2012). In this program, the purposes of the 
geography course are increased to five. Map knowledge is one of the new skills in 
this program after the 1924 program. When the purposes of the geography course 
are examined, it is seen that the 1926 primary school curriculum has one more than 
the purposes. Two of the purposes of the Life Science course are associated with 
Geography education. But their content differs from each other. Three of the 
purposes of the natural knowledge course are related to geographical education and 
coincide with the 1926 program in both number and content. 

The 1948 Primary School Curriculum was the last program in which geographical 
education existed under the name Geography. Life Science, Nature knowledge and 
Geography courses are those with subjects belonging to geographical education. The 
objectives of the Geography course in the program are exactly the same in terms of 
number and content as the previous program, the 1936 Primary School Curriculum. 
The purposes of the Life Science course associated with Geography are the same 
number as the previous program in number and three. But it's different from the 
inside. The purposes of the natural knowledge course associated with geographical 
education are four, which is one more than the previous program. 

The 1968 Primary School Curriculum includes Life Sciences, Social Studies, and 
Science and Natural Sciences. In this study in Grades 4 and 5 under the name Social 
Studies and Science courses in the 1968 Primary School Curriculum, consolidation 
was implemented within the classes. In the program, four general objectives are 
defined for the Social Studies course, and only one of them is associated with 
geographical education. But there are five other sub-purposes below this purpose, 
and the purposes or purposes contained in previous programs are similar in terms 
of content. One general purpose of the Life Science course in the program is 
associated with geographical education, and there are four sub-purposes of this 
purpose. In addition, these sub-purposes are more defined as attitude-oriented 
purposes. Five objectives of the Science course are related to geographical 
education. 48% History, 30% Civics and 22% Geography were given emphasis in the 
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Social Studies course program, therefore the least share was devoted to geography 
(Örs, 2007). 

In the 1998 Primary Education Curriculum, the three objectives of the Life 
Science course were associated with geographical education. Compared to the 1968 
primary school curriculum, geographical education given in the Life Science course 
is more extensive and detailed in the new curriculum (Ünlü, 2001). One general 
purpose of the Social Studies curriculum is associated with geographical education, 
while all seven sub-purposes of this general purpose are associated with 
geographical education. Unlike previous programs, the characteristics of the places 
where the Turkish people lived were determined as a purpose. The teaching 
objectives of the Science course are three more than the previous program, and the 
two objectives are associated with geographical education. 

In the 2005 Primary School Curriculum, the total number of purposes for 
geographical education occurred in Life Science, Social Studies, Science and 
Technology courses, which is four. In the Life Science course, there are two purposes 
associated with Geography, while in the Social Studies course, and Science and 
Technology courses, there are only one purpose each. Compared to previous 
programs, geographical education is almost absent in this program. In the study 
conducted by Sağdıç (2020), it was stated that the programs prepared in 2005 and 
after were prepared with an interdisciplinary approach and within the framework 
of achievements. In the use of an interdisciplinary approach in programs, it has been 
important to take advantage of the interdisciplinary feature of geography. 

A total of nine objectives were determined in the 2018 primary school 
curriculum, including three in the Life Sciences curriculum related to geographical 
education, three in the Social Studies curriculum and three in the Science 
curriculum. In the previous 2005 program, the general purposes of geographical 
education, which were significantly reduced, were again increased in this program. 
In addition, for the first time in the Social Studies curriculum, space perception was 
included in general purposes. In a study conducted by Sağdıç (2020), two objectives 
of the Social Studies curriculum were associated with geography education. These 
are “" ... 5. By recognizing the general geographical features of the world with the 
environment in which it lives, they explain the interaction between man and the 
environment and develop their ability to perceive space...” with “...17.Their 
sensitivity to issues that concern their country, and the world is determined as...” 
(MoNE, 2018d, p. 8). But unlike the Sağdıç (2020) study, this study "...6. Being aware 
of the limitations of the natural environment and resources and trying to protect 
natural resources in the context of environmental sensitivity and having a 
sustainable understanding of the environment,” it is associated with geography 
education because the natural environment and the limitation of resources are 
included in the content of geographical education.  

From primary school, the provision of geographical education to students is 
determined as an important point because it is important for students to know the 
environment, country and world in which they live, to live better in the present and 
future, to face fewer problems. As a matter of fact, Kızılçaoğlu (2006) notes that in 
his research, primary school students are geographically knowledgeable and that 
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classroom teachers have important tasks in gaining the foundations of spatial and 
ecological perspectives from basic geographical points of view. 

Suggestions 

• Purposes related to geographical education have shown a decreasing 
momentum in general. It seems to be quite small, especially in recent 
programs. Therefore, the gains related to geographical education can be 
increased in the programs. 
 

• The duration of these courses can be extended, given that the reason for 
reducing the purposes associated with geographical education is also a 
gradual decrease in duration. 

 

• Since the general purposes related to geographical education will be achieved 
with the basic level of information given in the life Knowledge course, the 
purposes in the life Knowledge course can be increased to include all the basic 
information. 

 

• Different dimensions of geographical education in primary school can be 
studied by field experts in order to contribute and improve the field. 
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