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• Abstract: This study was conducted to clarify and elaborate on the question of 

nationalism and political leadership in Malaysia, aimed at justifying the analysis 

in relation to the phenomenon of political leadership split from the perspective 

of nationalism. The ethnic diversity that exists in Malaysia makes it difficult to 

describe the relationship between the diversity of ethnic-identities and national-

identities institutionally. However, from another point of view, the question of 

national-identity that is still not found or there is still no solution can be analyzed 

or understood through the perspective of the conflict between nationalism-

collective and nationalism-individualistic. The political elite or the ruling party, 

which often plays the role of 'the spokesman' to the whole of Malaysian society, 

regardless of race or ethnic background, is seen as a group that highlights this 

nationalist-collective perspective. The findings of this study are expected to 

provide an overview of the current scenario of political leadership in Malaysia. 
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